INTRODUCTION
ATrENTION has recently been drawn to the fact that the partnership begun before 1750 by John Truesdale and Joseph Partridge provided Royal Apothecaries for the unusually long period of 152 years, the last partner in the firm to hold a royal appointment being Sir Francis Laking, who died in 1914.1 It is perhaps also worthy of note that for half of this period the firm was very much a family concern, since from 1784 to 1860 the partners-and except for one short break the senior partnerswere supplied by two closely-related Yorkshire families-those of Walker and Nussey.* FAMILY BACKGROUND These two families were closely associated not only professionally in their London practice, but also by marriage and business ties in their Yorkshire homeland-the village of Birstall, near Leeds. The district, one of the main woollen cloth manufacturing areas of the West Riding, was remarkable in several ways. It attracted the special notice of Daniel Defoe in his travels through Britain in the 1720s2, and it produced more than one celebrity, of whom Joseph Priestley, the discoverer of oxygen, is perhaps the most widely known.
The Walkers were well established there as cloth manufacturers at the beginning of the eighteenth century and the Nusseys were associated with them as dyers, there being a tradition that the latter introduced improved methods of dyeing on emigrating from the Netherlands at the time of the Revocation of the Edict of Nantes. In those days only natural dyes were used, so that the family would have a practical acquaintance with botany which no doubt proved useful to those later members of it who took up the study of Materia Medica. By 1760 the dyeing side of their business was confined to a branch of the family which had moved to Leeds, whilst the cloth mills at Birstall had been taken over by a younger son who married one of the Walkers. RICHARD John T. M. NusseyWadd, Surgeon Extraordinary to George IV, in a series of biographical notes on medical men whose portraits he had collected.3 Since Wadd's book, published in 1824, is not readily available today, his account is combined here with information from other sources so as to cover Walker's career as evenly as possible.
Richard Walker was the son of William Walker, cloth manufacturer, of Birstall Smithies, and Mary Newsome of Castlow Hill, a hamlet just south of Gomersal. He was baptised in the parish church of St. Peter's, Birstall, on 1 April 1749, and from later references to his age was presumably born earlier that same year. Although the district was a country one there was within one and a half miles, at Batley, a firstclass grammar school, which the young Richard duly attended. It was at this same school that Joseph Priestley is generally assumed to have been educated under the Rev. Thomas Rhodes, but in Walker's day Rhodes had been succeeded by Joseph Hargreaves, 'a very excellent master', who gave Walker a good grounding in classical knowledge.
On leaving school at the age of fourteen, i.e. in 1763, Walker was apprenticed to William Hey, Surgeon Apothecary in Leeds, then only tWenty-seven and but two years married. 4 Having served his time, Walker went to London for further .study, as Hey had done earlier, and worked hard for two years attending lectures and gaining practical experience in the hospitals. At the end of this time he had every intention of returning to Yorkshire to set up on his own, when by chance he came across one of the partners in the firm of Truesdale, Partridge and Halifax, 'old established Apothecaries in St. James's Street'. John Truesdale, who had been appointed one of two Apothecaries to the Person by George III in 1762,5 was then nearing sixty years of age and had already handed over the responsibility of running the firm's shop and premises to Robert Halifax.6 Halifax himself was set on further achievements; he was actively extending his practice and was later to become a Licentiate of the College of Physicians.7 Richard Walker was just the young man they were looking for to run the day-to-day business of the firm. He became their superintendent and performed his duties with such skill and attention that they decided, one year later, to admit him to the partnership.
Unfortunately the dating of these later events remains uncertain. Family records suggest that Walker was made a partner in 1773, which would just allow him the seven years' apprenticeship, two years' study, and one year's probation that Wadd's account requires of him. On the other hand he did not apply for the freedom of the Society of Apothecaries until 3 September 1776,8 and without such freedom apothecaries were not normally suffered to practise within the City or seven miles of it. However, he was already a partner at the time of his application,8 and it is possible that the Society was not too curious about a junior member of an established firm whose senior partners had long been Freemen.* Walker was thus certainly a partner * Some years earlier, when there had been a dearth of joumeymen, the restrictions had in fact been lifted for a time and foreigners (i.e. men not having the freedom of the City) had been allowed to work without having taken the freedom. The normal state of affairs seems to have been reemphasized only three months before Walker's application by a resolution passed by the Court of Assistants to the effect that 'foreign Apothecaries on bringing due proof of their having been educated in the Art by the space of seven years and passing an examination of their skill and ability therein be admitted to the freedom of the Company by redemption on payment of a fine' (Guildhall Library, Ms 8200/8, unfol.). Walker may have taken advantage of this to regularize his position. Walker and Nussey-Royal Apothecaries, 1784-1860 in the firm in 1776 and may well have been one as early as 1773.* Walker's freedom by redemption was granted on 24 October 1776,9 and he subsequently became a Liveryman of the Society.'0 It was not long before the whole management of the firm devolved on Richard Walker. Truesdale died in 1780, and Halifax, who had been appointed Apothecary to George III's Household in 1776, was disenfranchised by the Society of Apothecaries at his own request so that he could practise as a physician.t Just before this occurred, however, he seems to have been appointed Apothecary to the Prince of Wales. This appointment was transferred to Walker in 1784, when Halifax is presumed to have left the firm", and it was to remain with one or other of the partners, changing its style with the Regency and on the Prince's accession, until George IV's death in 1830.
In 1784 also Walker took on his first full-term apprentice. This was Michael Underwood, who was bound to him on He was made a partner in the firm in 1799, and in the same year was appointed Apothecary to the Prince of Wales," holding this office until his death on 30 January 1802 at the age of forty-three.18 This early death possibly accounts for the apparent lack of any further published information about him. Family records state that house was kept for him at 17 St. James's Street by his sister Anne, whose lady's maid, one Mary Mills, was witness of a visit which the Prince of Wales, in evident sorrow, paid him there during his last illness. The only other remark about Joseph is that 'he was Artificial Cold etc., Oxford, 1796), which he had earlier written in the form of four communications to the Royal Society. The dates of the Oxford appointment-1781 to 1805-agree so nearly with the London Richard's most active years that it is tempting to suppose that the two Richards were one and the same person.
However, no mention of an Oxford appointment is made by Wadd, whose biographical sketch of the London Richard is quite the longest and most detailed in his book, nor does he refer to any published work other than a book Memoirs of Medicine which the London Richard produced at his own expense in 1799. Surviving Walker records are equally silent about any Oxford episode. When in addition allowance is made for the full-time nature of the duties of the apothecary at the Radcliffe Infirmary (he was required to live in, and in practice often stood in for the physicians and surgeons -Alexander G. Gibson, Ibid., pp. 249-51), it is fairly clear that the duplication of names and dates must be regarded as a coincidence, though the odds against such a remarkable one must indeed be high.
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Walker and Nussey-Royal Apothecaries, 1784-1860 held in high esteem by all who knew him, both high and low'. He was buried at Birstall, where the inscription on his tombstone can still be read.
The other nephew, Richard Walker junior, was considerably younger. On 6 March 1787, at the age of fourteen, he was apprenticed to his uncle;"' he served his seven years, and obtained the freedom of the Society of Apothecaries on 7 April 1795.20 He married three years later and lived at 17 St. James's Street, together with his cousin Joseph Nussey, and this was also the address of the firm, his uncle living apart at 7 St. James's Place. In 1802 he appears to have been appointed Apothecary to the Prince of Wales,21 no doubt in the place of his cousin, and he was some time, possibly together with Everard A. Brande, Apothecary to the Princess Charlotte. 22 When In 1812, the beginning of the Regency, only Richard Walker junior is mentioned in connection with the consequent change in the description of the appointment, the words 'to the Prince of Wales' being replaced by 'to His Majesty at Carlton House'. 26 On the accession of George IV at the end of January 1820 Richard Walker was immediately appointed Apothecary to the King and at the same time-jointly with John Nussey, now the other partner in the firm-Apothecary to the King's Household.27 As King's Apothecary Walker claimed, and after much deliberation was granted, the next vacant seat on the Court of Assistants of the Society of Apothecaries.28 He must already have been a Liveryman, for he is recorded as being one of the four Stewards when on 6 December 1817 the Court and Livery were entertained to a dinner in the Great Hall in celebration of the bicentenary of the Society's existence.2" Walker took part in the coronation procession on 19 July 1821, and his second daughter was one of the Herb Maidens.30 This was the last exercise of an ancient custom going back to days when the strewing of sweet-scented flowers and herbs in the king's path and in the royal apartments fulfilled a useful purpose.
For the remaining few years of his life Walker was in constant attendance on the King and accompanied him on his travels to Ireland, Scotland Walker's professional activities seem to have survived. One is that he 'neglected as his Majesty's Apothecary to look after his right of embalming the members of the Royal Family' and on three occasions allowed the duty to be undertaken by others, thereby occasioning his successor some trouble in subsequently recovering this * Now in the keeping of the Society of Apothecaries, London. John T. M. Nussey privilege. 33 The other is that he was apparently the only man who knew how to reach the vein in George IV's arm, seemingly no easy task. 34 Richard Walker died on 21 February 1825 and was buried at St. James's, Piccadilly, where his children had all been baptised. JOHN NUSSEY (1794-1862) John Nussey, the fourth and last of the family partners, is believed to have been born at Birstall on 4 February 1794, but no official record of this has been found. He was the eldest of thirteen children of whom the youngest, Ellen, is known to a wide circle as the lifelong friend of Charlotte Bronte. His father was a partner in the family's cloth-manufacturing business in Birstall, but also acted for a time as magistrate's clerk to the elder Richard Walker when the latter retired to Rydings. 
